
TECHNOSHAMANISM IN AARHUS

By Carsten Agger

When I saw the invitation to the Ist International Festival of Technoshamanism in March 2014, I

immediately recognized that this was something special and important.

Why? Mostly, because the call for participation seemed to express the unification of no less than

four intellectual currents of which I would consider myself a part:

• The movement for free technology and free software – including collaborative and bottom-

up organized communities such as hackerspaces and free/open source development projects

• The movement for a free and open society, along with a true recognition of the value of

cultural diversity and against the encroachment on our civil rights as is evident in the right-

seeking policies and creeping surveillance pursued by too many Western government

• The movement to find a way for us humans to live in balance with this Earth, to respect it

and take care of it, and to avert if possible the climate changes which are threatening our

future.

• The struggle to make sense of mankind's spiritual experience, including religions, magic,

shamanism, ancestral knowledge and the necessity of artistic expression.

The problem I've met in my experience with these movements is that normally (at the very least

here  in  Europe),  the  movements  are  fragmented.  If  you're  interested  in  homeless  people's  and

immigrants' rights, you're not necessarily interested in free technology and hacker communities. If

you're interested in freedom and social justice and thus would tend to support the Occupy and anti-

globalization  movements,  you're  not  necessarily  very  interested  in  spiritual  matters  and  the

corresponding feeling of belonging to the Earth. And if your struggle is biodiversity and against the

industrial agriculture and general overconsumption which are ruining the Earth's wildlife habitats

and wreaking havoc on the climate, you're not necessarily interested in any of the above.

And that's a shame, because for it can be difficult not to see all of those problems as a whole – only

to be told, perhaps, that ”that's not what we're working with here”. Technoshamanism, in other

words,  seemed  to  represent  a  sorely  neeeded  integration  of  these  problem  areas  in  a  single



movement. These considerations are what motivated me to attend the festival in Bahia, and suffice

it to say that I wasn't disappointed. The selection of art, culture, technology and people that I met

there gave me a hope for a new way of conducting social movements and a way to build something

which may actually affect the future for thousands or, hopefully, millions of people for the better

and in spite of the very dismal prospects presented by peak oil, climate changes and destruction of

natural resources.

After returning to Denmark, I continued to work with permaculture in my own garden to start living

the technoshamanic ideas of sustainability and balance with nature in practise. I also started looking

out for potential partners to form networks of people working with the same ideas.

So when luck had it that Fabiane Borges, who organized the festival in Brazil in collaboration with

George Sander, would be going to Brussels to attend a conference there, we quickly agreed that it

would be perfect if she could help organize a technoshamanist event here in Denmark during her

stay. The event would take place in Open Space Aarhus, Denmark's largest hackerspace, where I've

been an active member for years. 

In Europe, a huge problem for alternative lifestyles is the devastating uniformity of society, the

overreaching  state  control  in  everyday  life  and  the  nearly  complete  destruction  of  nature  and

wildlife in favour of agro-industry. As a response to this situation, we decided that the theme of the

encounter would be ”Autodetermination, Liberty and Sustainability in the Anthropocene”.

We also  decided  that  since  one  of  the  purposes  of  the  encounter  was  to  build  and strengthen

networks of people working together, rather than organize a conference with ”speakers” addressing

an ”audience”, we sent out an open call for everybody to propose activities they found relevant and

distributed it as widely as we could. We also decided to combine the event with a permaculture

workshop, which took place in the garden of my own house in Randers. 

In the end, people responded and sent a number of proposals, most of which were adopted for the

event. The event took place in the weekend 22-23 of November, 2014, and was a success with about

30 participants on Saturday and 20 on Sunday. The event was organized with no budget at all. 

On  Saturday,  the  permaculture  workshop started  at  10  o'clock,  and we spent  the  day planting

nitrogen-fixing trees and building raised beds. In the afternoon, the event's location moved to the

hacker space and we covered the following programme:
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• An introduction to technoshamanism by Fabiane Borges, touching on the Yanomami notion

of  xawara,  the  end  of  the  world,  the  destruction  of  natural  ressources  and  the  use  of

technology to reverse these processes as exemplified by the British artist Jonathan Kemp's

notion of decrystallization

• I spoke about the agricultural  strangulation of Danish nature and pointed out that many

apparently idyllic sites in this country are in fact anything but, as they are heavily polluted

by neighboring cereal fields

• Esben Hardenberg gave an introduction to afrofuturism and explains how it starts with the

fact  that  American  slaves  are  victims of  a  cultural  genocide:  Their  African  culture  was

stolen, and their history simply starts with slavery. Afrofuturism is the attempt to create a

glorious  future for  Afro-Americans  by  way  of  science  fiction  narratives  where  Afro-

American people and technology are important parts of the exploration of time and space.

• The  Romanian  artist  Ramona  August  performed  a  shamanic  fire  dance  with  Indian

inspiration.

• The Brazilian-Danish artist and composer Marcela Lucatelli conducted a healing musical

ritual based on single tones chanted in unison as a ”tuning of the chakras” and connection to

the Earth and the universe.

Among out guests  Saturday evening was the sailor and medical doctor Birger Schroll who has

spent many years working with homeless people in Denmark and Norway. Among other things, he

was one of the initiators of ”Hjemløseteltet”, a temporary encampment and occupation on some

abondoned railwar tracks in central Aarhus. Dr. Schroll spent some time explaining his method,

which is a mixture of self-reliance and understanding of community and group dynamics.

On Sunday, the permaculture workshop continued in Randers – bushes were cleared and about 50

trees and bushes were planted. Once again, the event at the hackerspace started at 4 o'clock, and the

day's topics included:

• A discussion of the militarization and racialization of the mindset behind modern technology

and modern capitalist society following a presentation by Ole Nielsby, who used the military

focus behind the moon landing and his own experiences with the militarization of computer

science in the 1980s as his point of departure.

• Juan  Antonio  Søren  E.  Pedersen  presented  his  greenhouse  project  which  uses  Arduino-

controlled sensors to measure and regulate the temperature and CO2 content of greenhouse

plants.



• Benjamin Christensen presented his design for an Android application to aid consumers in

making the right, sustainable choices. Ideally, you should be able to scan a bar code in a

supermarket and have the screen display a red light, if the product has environmental or

ethical problems.

• Dr. Birger Schroll gave a thorough presentation of his method for working with addicts and

homeless people and his hope of being able to build sustainable, self-reliant communities of

former homeless people by building on his concept of convivencia, as well as on a practise

he terms anthropological medicine.

• Since  no  such  event  is  complete  without  music,  the  anarchist  noise  band  Gravhund

presented us with a heavy dosis of technoshamanist noise magic – a fascinating experience

which also provoked a long discussion about art and music and their role in shamanism as

well as in traditional and modern societies.

Roughly put, one might say that on Saturday the basic philosophical and practical ideas behind

technoshamanism were presented and people's minds were attuned to each other through the ritual,

and on Sunday these ideas were applied in a number of interesting and necessary discussions on the

world's current direction.

But the most important result of the encounter was the creation of new networks, of bringing people

together  who had important  things to  say to each other but didn't  know it  already.  One of the

participants in the event, a woman of Moroccan origin, put it this way:

I have a feeling that the subject, the object and the process going on in the event were all so

connected, if you know what I mean – everything in its full embodiment came together.

I often find myself in events of professional themes which tend to be very "professional" and

I often find it hard to get inspired: I can't feel anything. In your ”un-professional” setting –

meant in the most positive way – I found energy, warm hands, curious people (not only of

wording but also of intention and action).

More of this. More of this. More of this. To Aarhus. 

And maybe that illustrates best of all what technoshamanism can be at its best: Seeds that we sow as

we go along, seeds that can fall in fertile soil and grow and form networks and, in the end, help

people make the world a better place for people who want to preserve ancestral knowledge and



technology and live with the Earth itself in their hearts.

 


